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NOTES 



1217 Garden Street, Hoboken, N. J., September 29, 1905 
To the Editor: 

Sir: Pursuant to a resolution adopted at the last meeting of the 
New Jersey State Teachers' Association, a Commission of Inquiry has 
been appointed to study the whole question of teachers' annuity and 
pension systems in the United States (with the view of strengthening our 
New Jersey plan) and to report at the December meeting of the Association. 
In connection with this study, the undersigned has undertaken to discover 
what has been accomplished along these lines. It is intended to embody 
the findings of our commission in a report (which will be at the disposal 
of educators generally) to be issued immediately after January 1, and 
which it is expected will cover everything that has been achieved in this 
direction — whether State, Municipal, or Mutual. We hope, also, to 
include a review of what has been done in Canada, Great Britain, France, 
and Germany. To make our investigation really thorough, we propose 
to study the failures as carefully as the successes. 

On the questions involved, we wish to evoke the broadest possible 
expression of opinion, and to this end we- bespeak your kindly co-operation 
by giving space in your esteemed journal to this letter, our questionnaire, 
and the synopsis of the New Jersey law. 

Your readers are earnestly requested to reply to the questionnaire, 
by query numbers; to ask questions of us, to make suggestions. Corre- 
spondence is cordially invited with any who are interested in the subject. 

Your co-operation will be made doubly valuable, if you will editorially 
call the attention of your readers to this matter, giving your views thereon ; 
and if you will be so good as to mail me a copy of any issues of your paper 
containing comments on this subject, you will greatly assist our study. 

With thanks in anticipation, I am, 

Very sincerely, 

Elizabeth A. Allent, Secretary. 

QUESTIONNAIRE IN RE PUBLIC-SCHOOL TEACHERS' RETIRE- 
MENT ANNUITY AND PENSION SYSTEMS 

1. Do you believe in the principle of a retirement annuity or pension system 
for aged and invalided public-school teachers? 

2. Will you kindly state, briefly, your reasons pro or con? 
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3. Who, in your opinion, is the greater beneficiary of a retirement annuity 
system that relieves the schools of teachers of impaired efficiency? Is it the 
schools — i. e., the people, the state, the community — or the teachers themselves? 
Your reasons. 

4. Should the pension fund be provided by the teachers, or the state, or the 
school district ? In other words, ought the fund to be a charge upon the teachers, 
or upon the people at large ? Or should it be contributed by both teachers and 
people ? 

5. Who should be eligible to membership in such a fund? (This question 
does not mean, "who should be eligible to pension or annuity?" which matter 
is dealt with under queries 8-15, but what superintendents, supervisors, teachers, 
teacher-clerks, etc., ought to be privileged to join the fund?) 

6. Should membership in the fund be voluntary, or ought it to be compulsory 
on all teachers; including superintendents, assistant superintendents, super- 
visors, principals, special teachers, and teachers-clerks? 

7. What percentage of salary ought members to contribute? 

8. How should amount of annuity be regulated? What ought to be its 
amount? Fixed by what standards? What minimum? What maximum? 

9. On what conditions ought annuity to be granted? For disability? For 
age ? For period of teaching service ? For age and teaching service combined ? 
etc. 

10. Should a minimum of service combined with mental or physical inca- 
pacity (to teach? to earn a sufficient livelihood?) be conditions precedent to 
retirement on annuity ? 

11. Ought the rules to permit a teacher to be retired on annuity on his or 
her demand after a specified term of service ? or at a certain age combined with 
a certain term of service? If so, what should these ages and terms of service 
be: For men? For women? 

12. Should retirement for age be compulsory? If so, at what age, and con- 
ditioned on what term of service: For men? For women? 

13. Or, ought disability to be a condition in all cases? 

14. Should retirement on annuity be voluntary or compulsory? 

15. If in some cases voluntary, and in others compulsory, name the cir- 
cumstances that ought to govern either method. 

16. Do you favor a retirement system (as in New Jersey) applying to every 
public-school teacher in the state; or a system for teachers in certain cities, or 
cities of a certain class? 

17. If you favor the latter system, what provision is to be made for aged and 
invalided country teachers? How are the country schools to be relieved of 
instructors who, by reason of age or infirmity, are no longer able to render efficient 
service ? 

Kindly answer the foregoing questions by number, and send reply to 
(Miss) Elizabeth. A. Allen, Secretary; 1217 Garden Street, Hoboken, 
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N. J. As the period is brief in which our report must be prepared, an 
early compliance with our request will be greatly appreciated. 

THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE NEW JERSEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 
TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND LAW— ENACTED MARCH n, 
1896; FIRST ANNUITY GRANTED DECEMBER 3, 1897 

Title: "The Board of Trustees of the Teachers' Retirement Fund." 
Administration: A Board consisting of three members of the State Board of 
Education, the State Superintendent, and three teachers elected by the State 
Teachers' Association. The State Treasurer is, ex officio, Treasurer. Mem- 
bership is voluntary for any superintendent, supervisor, principal, teacher, or 
teacher-clerk in the public or state schools of New Jersey. Dues are reserved 
from each salary payment and remitted monthly to the State Treasurer: They 
are, (1) all New Jersey teachers were given a certain time to join on a salary- 
deduction of 1 per cent.; (2) at present those who have taught not more than 
a total of ten years may join for 1 per cent. ; (3) persons joining now who have 
served more than ten, and less than fifteen, years must pay 2 per cent.; (4) those 
who have taught fifteen years or more must pass a satisfactory medical examina- 
tion before they may join on the 2 per cent, basis. The Law permits the fund to 
be augmented by donation, legacy, gift, bequest, devise, or otherwise. Annuities 
are half pay (minimum $250, maximum $600; less 1 per cent, reserved for the 
fund), subject to a pro rata reduction if at any time there shall not be sufficient 
funds on hand to pay in full, and are granted on disability after not less than 



Text=Book5 for High Sch ools 

HEATH'S ENGLISH CLASSICS 

Fifty volumes, including those recommended for college entrance examinations. Also THE ARDEN SHAKE- 
SPEARE— the best classroom edition published. Send for special circular. 

PRINCIPLES OF RHETORIC. By Elizabeth H. Spalding 

Clear, brief, and sensible, characterized by the omission of superfluous sentences, and by a directness and strength 
of treatment that are unusual. Eminently teachable and complete in itself. 

THE WELLS MATHEMATICS 

Excel in accuracy of definitions and rules, careful grading, and number and variety of exercises. An unrivalled series. 

DESCRIPTIVE CHEMISTRY By Lyman C Newell 

Gives special attention to industrial applications of chemistry, to electrochemistry, and to chemical theory. Con- 
tains 450 pages of description and 200 experiments. The leading chemistry text-book of the day, 

ZOOLOGY: Descriptive and Practical By b. p. coiton 

Offers an adequate course for high schools. Part I is based on the study of types with due attention to life as well as 
structure. Part II gives explicit directions for field, home, or laboratory study. 

HEATH'S flODERN LANGUAGE SERIES 

Contains over four hundred books, including grammars, drill books, readers, etc., in neat, inexpensive, yet care- 
fully selected, edited, and printed editions and provides material for all needs of students. 

D. C. Heath and Company— Publishers 
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twenty years' teaching in New Jersey. Before any annuity may be drawn, the 
beneficiary must have paid into the fund an amount equal to at least 20 per cent, 
of one year's average salary for the last five years. Members whose applications 
for annuity have been granted by the Trustees may make up the balance due in 
one payment. Any member who shall honorably resign from teaching in New 
Jersey, except as an annuitant, after contributing to the Fund five years or more, 
may draw out one-half of the amount paid into the fund without interest. 

One hundred and nine annuities have been granted (19 men a.nd 90 
women), to whom have been paid benefits amounting to $93,754.00, white 
a net surplus of $85,000.00 has been accumulated, which the teachers are 
trying to raise to $100,000.00 before January 1st. 



The Basis of Practical Teaching. By Elmer Burritt Bryan, President of 

Franklin College. 190 pp., cloth. 

Eminently practical, wholly untechnical, and thoroughly convincing, The 
Basis of Practical Teaching selects from the conglomerate mass of pedagogic 
material the fundamental truths buried therein and presents them in popular 
form. 

The author takes a human view-point and, realizing that psychologic and 
pedagogic facts are most needed by those who have least access to them, interprets 
the technical language of scholars and specialists, and puts their facts into read- 



IN PRESS 

A First Course in Physics 

By ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, Assistant Professor of Physics in the University of Chicago, 
and HENRY G. GALE, Instructor in Physics in the University of Chicago. 

^L This one-year course in Physics has grown out of the experience 
of the authors in developing the work in physics at the School 
of Education of the University of Chicago, and in dealing with 
the physics instruction in affiliated high schools and academies. 

Q The book is a simple, objective presentation of the subject as 
opposed to a formal and mathematical one. It is intended for 
the third-year high-school pupils and is therefore adapted in style 
and method of treatment to the needs of students between the 
ages of fifteen and eighteen. It especially emphasizes the histori- 
cal and practical aspects of the subject and connects the study 
very intimately with facts of daily observation and experience. 
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able English. Thus the book claims at once the interest of parents, teachers, 
educators, and all classes of persons whose work brings them into close contact 
with children. 

The book is clear-cut, logical, and progressive. Each chapter contains a 
fund of information suggestively put. The reader's attention is engaged at 
every sentence by some new thought, or by some old thought put in so new and 
striking a way as to bring to mind for the first time in the reader's experience 
its full significance. 

So successfully has the author carried out his plan to complete each subject 
in its given chapter that the reader can open to any topic on which he seeks 
information, and read with keen interest the chapter on that topic, independently 
of the rest of the book. The chapter headings give a general idea of the scope 
of the book, though their psychologic terms, such as "Memory," "Attention," 
"Habit," and "The Physical Basis," suggest a purely scientific treatment of 
these topics, quite contrary to the fact; for the author's method of presentation 
is throughout most satisfactorily concrete and full of practical suggestions. In 
addition to the chapters mentioned, there are others on "The Stimulus of Success," 
"The Training of Young Children," "The Significance of the Second Dentition," 
"The Pedagogy of Youth," etc. 

It is more the way he says it than what he says — for on this subject there is 
very little that has not already been said — that makes the author's essays so full 
of entertainment and interest. Such turns of phrase as, "The word habit is 
threadbare," and, "A teacher may be cranky on punctuality," and, "An indi- 
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A First Book in Latin 

By Hiram Tuell, A.M., and Harold N. Fowler, 
Ph.D. Cloth. Pages xii + 300. $1.00. 

This popular book (1004 edition, thoroughly revised) 
is designed to furnish a thorough preparation for Caesar, 

The distinctive features of this book are: 

1. A small vocabulary containing over 85 per cent of 
the words on an average page of Csesar. 

2. An abundance of simple exercises and connected 
prose. 

3. Excellent gradation of principles of Grammar. 

4. Fine illustrations. 

The Daniell-Brown New Latin Compo- 
sition 

In the revision of this popular Latin Composition Mr. 
Daniel) has had the assistance of one of the best Latin 
instructors in the secondary schools. 

Like the earlier book. Part I is based upon Caesar, 
Part II upon Cicero, while Part III is a systematic^ gram- 
matical review. 

Cicero, Select Orations 

By Benjamin L. D'Ooge, Ph.D. the Michigan State 
Normal College. Cloth. Pages, lxxxvii+5 18. $1.20. 

Professor D'Ooge's Select Orations and Letters has no 
equal in attractiveness or pedagogical excellence. 

An Advanced Rational Speller 

By Ida M. Daly, the Eastern High School, Washing- 
ton, 1). C, 25 cents. 

We have abundant testimony that this is not only a 
good speller, but the only speller adapted to the secondary 
school. 



Essentials of Chemistry 

By John C. Hessler, Ph.D., The University of 
Chicago, and Albert L. Smith, Ph.D., the Englewood 
(Chicago) High School. Without Laboratory Manual, 
$1.00. With Laboratory Manual, $1.20. 

This is the best Chemistry for first year students ever 
published in this country. It has been adopted iox hun- 
dreds of schools of highest rank, and many of the state 
universities (three of them the largest in the country) now 
recommend it as the best book for beginners. 

An Atlas of the Geography and History 
of the Ancient World 

By John K. Lord, Ph.D., Dartmouth College. 33 
colored maps with complete index, $1.75. The Atlas in 
paper, $1.00. 

Notwithstanding its low price this is the best Classical 
Atlas for school use ever published in any country. The 
universities commend its scholarship. 

Essentials of Algebra 

By John C Stone, A.M., the Michigan Normal Col- 
lege, and James F. Millis, A.M., the Shortridge High 
School, Indianapolis. Brief Course, 90 cents. Complete 
Course, $1.12. 

A modern, up-to-date book, with new features. 

Plane Geometry, Suggestive Method 

By John A. Avery, Head of Mathematics Department, 
Somerville (Mass.) High School. 40 cents. 

This geometry furnishes the best method of teaching 
this important subject. The pupil must think and he can- 
not get and recite his lesson in the manner allowed if not 
encouraged by the old-style geometry. 
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vidual is capable of three things," arouse at once the reader's curiosity and compel 
him to read on. 

Moreover, in his happy choice of words the author has embodied some very 
valuable advice. Spoken with the authority of one whose twenty years of expe- 
rience in teaching qualify him to advise, the following observations deserve 
consideration: "The doctrine of spontaneity should play an important rdle 
in all phases of education;" and, "Nothing must be done or tolerated by the 
principal which will in the least interfere with the strong mental pull which the 
class is making under the stimulus of the teacher;" and, "Good holding depends 
upon good getting." These are mere fragments of the thought-giving sentences 
throughout the book. From the chapter on "Inheritance" to the concluding 
chapter on "The Pedagogy of Youth," the author emphasizes the worth of 
study as a discipline and the value of drill work as a means to mental, moral, 
and physical development. 



Messrs. Henry Holt & Co.'s eleventh volume devoted to Goethe will be a 
new edition of his Iphigenie au} Tauris, edited by Professor Winckler, of the 
University of Michigan. 

Mrs. Hugh Fraser, author of A Maid o) Japan (Holt), Letters from Japan, 
and other books, has returned to the Flowery Kingdom to gather materials for 
lectures on the personages and results of the war between Japan and Russia. 

ARITHMETIC FROM THE SCIENTIFIC SIDE 



"It is a certain quality of practice, not 
mere practice, that produces the expert. " 



The Foundations of Higher Arithmetic 

Cloth By B. F. SISK, M.S. 65 cents 



'T'HIS is a book for final review, such as is required in high and normal schools 
to leave the pupil with a clear-cut, definite grasp of the whole subject. To 
this, end the text contributes a presentation of the matter in the most concentrated 
form, with few definitions or rules, the most judicious selections of examples and 
the most helpful suggestions for rapid solution. 
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